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USING RYA QUALIFICATIONS AS ALTERNATIVES FOR THE BCU NAVIGATION 

AND TIDAL PLANNING COURSES 
 
 
Where either the BCU Coastal Navigation and Tidal Planning, or BCU Open 
Water Navigation and Tidal Planning course is required as a prerequisite for other 
BCU Awards or Qualifications, the following RYA qualifications are also considered 
appropriate: 
 

RYA THEORY COURSES: 

• RYA Basic Navigation and Safety Course  
(Suitable only as an alternative to the BCU Coastal Navigation and Tidal Planning) 

• RYA Day Skipper Shorebased Certificate 
• RYA Coastal Skipper and Yachtmaster Shorebased Certificate 
• RYA Yachtmaster Ocean Certificate of Competence 

 

RYA PRACTICAL COURSES: 

• RYA Powerboat Advanced Certificate - Certificate of Competence 
• RYA Day Skipper Practical Certificate (Tidal Waters); under Sail or Motor 
• RYA Coastal Skipper Practical Certificate (Tidal Waters); under Sail or Motor  

(Either course completion certificate, or certificate of competence) 
• RYA Yachtmaster Offshore Certificate of Competence 

 

PERIODS OF VALIDITY:  

In some cases the BCU Coastal Navigation and Tidal Planning, or BCU Open Water 
Navigation and Tidal Planning course is stated as a prerequisite for other BCU 
awards, and it is required that the course has been completed within a specific time 
period. Where any of the above courses are used as an alternative prerequisite the 
same periods of validity apply.  
 

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS: 

Candidates who have completed any other alternative training in navigation / tidal 
planning, not listed above are able to apply for accredited prior learning through the 
BCU APL system. Further details of which are available on the BCU Website.  
  


